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Filing an Application

5. Filing Routes

A mark application may be filed directly with the ARIPO
Office or indirectly with the national industrial property
office any of the Contracting States acting as Receiving
Office. An application filed with the office of the
Contracting State acting as a receiving office will have the
same effect as if it has been filed at the same date at the
ARIPO Office. Filing of the application may be doneonline,
by manner of personal delivery, email or registered mail,
whichever method is convenient to the applicant.

6. Transmittal of Application to the
ARIPO Office

If the application is filed with an industrial property office
of a contracting state, that office is required to transmit
the application to the ARIPO Office within one month of
receipt of the application.

7. ARIPO Online Service

ARIPO has recently introduced online services to allow
applicants, attorneys, agents and other users to conduct
their ARIPO business electronically in a secure state of
the art environment. This facility allows for online filing
of IP files, online payment of fees, sending and receiving
notifications and general tracking of filed applications.

The online service can be accessed at eservice.aripo.org or
from the ARIPO website www.aripo.org or by contacting
ARIPO at mail@aripo.org.

The online filing option comes with a 20% reduction of
the application fee.

Any documents submitted by the applicant after the
transmittal of the application to the ARIPO Office must be
filed directly with the ARIPO Office.

Allocation of a Filing Date

8. Requirements for Allocation of a
Filing Date

9. Contents of an ARIPO Mark Application



Formality & Substantive Examinations

10. Contents of an ARIPO Mark Application

The ARIPO Office will then examine the application as to
formality and this entails checking that the application
form is duly completed as per the above requirements,
that if the application is filed by a representative a power
of attorney is lodged and that the requisite application fees
have been paid or a statement of commitment to settle
them within 21 working days there-from (payable in US
dollar) is attached. Nationals of a Contracting State can
pay the prescribed fees in local currency equivalent to the
prescribed fee through their industrial property office. If
priority is being claimed, the applicant will need to lodge a
priority document. Priority subsists within six months.

11. Appeals and Conversion

The ARIPO Office can refuse an application due to
noncompliance with formal requirements. The applicant
can request the Office to reconsider the refusal. If the
Office still refuses, the applicant can appeal against the
decision to the Office of the ARIPO Board of Appeal or
may within three months from the date of refusal request
that the application be treated in any designated state as
an application according to the national law of that state
(conversion). The decision of the board of appeal is final.

12. Substantive Examination

Substantive examinationisconducted by adesignated state
in accordance with its national laws. Each of the designated
states is given nine months within which to notify the ARIPO
Office in writing (after the notification by ARIPO Office) that
the mark shall have no effect in that state if registered. The
designatedstateshould givereasonsforitsrefusalaccording
to the national laws and this is communicated to the Office.

The Office then communicates the refusal to the applicant
who is given an opportunity to respond either through the
Office or to the designated state concerned. The refusal
is subject to appeal or review under the national laws of
the designated state. If the mark application is due for
registration, the ARIPO Office will proceed to register the
mark with respect to other designated states which did
not object.

Registration, Publication and
Effect of Registration

13. Registration, Publication and
Opposition

Mark applications which have been accepted by
designated states on substantive examination are
published in the ARIPO Journal and, three months from
the publication, the Office will register the mark upon
payment of a registration fee by the applicant. The Office
will then issue a certificate of registration to the applicant.
During the publication of the mark in the Journal any
person may give notice of opposition. The opposition
is dealt with in accordance with the national laws.

14. Effect of Registration

The duration of registration of a registered mark is
ten years from the date of filing. The registration may
be renewed for a further ten years on payment of the
prescribed renewal fee. Rights conferred by the registered
mark is the same in every designated state.

15. Contracting States

Regulations under the Banjul Protocol contain a schedule of
all fees applicable to services rendered by the ARIPO Office.
Some of the fees are as follows:

TYPE OF FEE AMOUNT (USD)

Application f $100 (paper filing)
ication fee
PP $80 (online filing)
Designation fee for the first class per state $50
For every additional mark per class per state $10
Registration fee: for one class per designated state $100
Registration fee: for every additional class per designated state $50
Renewal of registration for one class per designated state $100
Renewal of registration for every additional class per designated state $50

17. Introduction of Individual
Country Fees
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