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As an entrepreneur or designer, you are constantly preoccupied with innova-
tion.You obviously try to safeguard the exclusivity of your ideas and prevent
others from capitalising on your ideas before you have had the chance to
elaborate them and seek legal protection. The i-DEPOT of the Benelux Office
for Intellectual Property is a helpful tool to achieve that goal.

What is the i-DEPOT?

A good idea can be extremely valuable.You want it to remain
your idea and prevent others from capitalising on it. In such a
case it can be helpful to record your idea or design, for example
if you want to be able to demonstrate that you are the author of a
copyright-protected work, of a software source code or of the for-
mat for aTV show. In short, if you are looking for an instrument
to help you prevent somebody else from stealing your ideas, you
should submit an i-DEPOT with the Benelux Office for Intellectual
Property (BOIP) at an early stage of the process.

An i-DEPOT is fast, cheap and very reliable. The BOIP registers
your name and the date on which you submitted your i-DEPOT.
The contents of your i-DEPOT will not be revealed. As an official
and reliable body, the BOIP will then present you with a certifi-
cate that serves as a 100% guarantee of the authenticity of the
i-DEPOT. This means that in the event of a conflict you will have
a reliable tool to prove that you are the creator of a specific idea,

design, concept or process.

The i-DEPOT can be a significant first step in your innovation
process, for example as a preliminary stage in the application for
trademark, design or patent protection. Note, however, that the
i-DEPQOT itself does not create any independent intellectual prop-
erty right. We recommend, therefore, that after the design phase
you consider seeking legal protection for your creation.





How does the i-DEPOT work?

You can submit your i-DEPOT online or opt for the i-DEPOT envelope.
The BOIP deals with your i-DEPOT confidentially to ensure that the
novelty of your idea is not put at risk. An i-DEPOT is kept for five years
as standard. Shortly before the end of that period you will be notified
and given the opportunity to extend this period by another five years.
You can renew your i-DEPOT as many times as you wish.

Online submission

You can submit your idea directly to the Benelux Office for Intellectual
Property via www.boip.int. This submission method is fast, easy, cheap
and, above all, safe. In four steps you will be asked to fill in specific
details and add a description or representation of your concept or idea.
After the payment has been processed, you will receive a confirmation
by e-mail and you can download your i-DEPOT certificate immediately.
The i-DEPOT certificate is signed by the BOIP in digital form to safe-
guard the integrity of the document. Any change will automatically make
the i-DEPOT invalid.You can use your i-DEPOT at any time as evidence in
the case of a legal dispute or a conflict. If you wish you can also apply
for a reproduction of your i-DEPOT on CD-ROM.

i-DEPOT envelope

The i-DEPOT envelope is available in case it is impossible or undesir-
able for you to record your concept or idea electronically, or to pay
electronically. You can use the special order form on www.boip.int to
apply for the i-DEPOT envelope (or ask the BOIP Information Centre to
send you a copy of the form). As soon as it has received your payment,
the BOIP will send you an i-DEPOT envelope. The envelope consists of
two parts, in each of which you should place an identical document
describing or depicting your creation as clearly as possible.You then
return both parts of the envelope to the BOIP, which dates them upon
receipt, returns one part to your address and files the other in its own
archives unopened. You can ask the BIOP to send you the second part
as well (once only) to provide evidence in the case of a legal dispute
or conflict.





Be careful when filling in
your details. Any uncertainty
with regard to your identity
or the contents of your
i-DEPOT might cause the
court to reject your i-DEPOT

as documentary evidence.

Opening an account is cheaper

If you plan to submit i-DEPQOTs on a regular basis, you might
consider the option of opening an i-DEPOT account. In that case
you pay a once-only activation fee of € 350 and then buy i-DEPOTs
at quantity discount rates. The more ideas you submit, the lower

the rate. You can apply for an account via www.boip.int.

What does an i-DEPOT cost?

In fact, the attractive price is one of the many benefits of the i-DEPOT.

i-DEPOT for 5 years
i-DEPOT for 10 years
i-DEPOT 5-years renewal

Reproduction on cd-rom

Online i-DEPOT i-DEPOT envelope
€35 €45

- €65

€25 €45

€15 -

Recording multiple ideas via an i-DEPOT account

One-off rate € 350

20 credits € 100 (€ 5 each)

50 credits € 225 (€ 4.50 each)

100 credits € 400 (€ 4 each)

250 credits € 875 (€ 3.50 each)

500 credits € 1,250 (€ 2.50 each)

One i-DEPOT costs 1 credit. For i-DEPOT sizes in excess of 10Mb

you will be charged 2 credits, and in excess of 50Mb 3 credits.





“Initially, you have to keep a good idea to yourself”

“l am a graphic designer and often think up new concepts. Recently | came up with
a concept that was ripe for a great deal of commercial exploitation. | want to take it
further but first want to discuss it a bit with fellow professionals. But what would | do

if someone stole my idea? Initially, you have to keep a good idea to yourself.

Then | remembered a presentation about trademark and design protection that | went
to while | was still studying at the Art Academy in Antwerp. During this presentation,
the guest speaker talked about the i-DEPOT procedure used by the Benelux Office for
Intellectual Property, which you can use to record the existence of ideas, concepts,

designs, prototypes and the like at relatively little cost.

The i-DEPOT is a fast and low-cost facility and is entirely reliable. Through the i-DEPOT
you invoke the assistance of an international authority to guarantee the authenticity of
your i-DEPOT. This puts you in a better position should someone claim that he came

up with your idea.”





Benelux Office for Intellectual Property

The Benelux Office for Intellectual Property (BOIP) is the official body for the registration of trademarks

and designs in the Benelux. In addition, the BOIP offers the possibility to formally record the existence of

ideas, concepts, designs, prototypes and the like. The mission of the BOIP is to ensure that all trademarks,

designs and ideas in the Benelux are registered and that entrepreneurs know where and how they can

find legal protection for their intellectual property, and why that protection is important. The aim of the

BOIP is to distinguish itself as a professional provider of services in connection with the registration of

intellectual property.

Contact

Would you like to know more about the
i-DEPOQOT, or about the registration of
trademarks and designs? Then visit our

website at www.boip.int.

Alternatively, you can contact our
Information Centre. The BOIP Information
Centre can be reached by telephone on
working days between 8:30 a.m. and
5:00 p.m. at:

070 244 242 (from Belgium)

070 349 12 42 (from the Netherlands)
8002 5383 (from Luxembourg)

General address and National Offices

Benelux Office for Intellectual Property
Bordewijklaan 15

2591 XR The Hague

The Netherlands

T+317034911 N

F +31 70 347 57 08

info@boip.int

www.boip.int

FPS Economy

SME'’s, Self-Employed and Energy
Office for Intellectual Property

North Gate lll - Koning Albert Il Laan
1000 Brussels

Belgium

T+3222775297

F+3222775277

piie.trademarks @economie.fgov.be

www.economie.fgov.be

Ministere de I'Economie et du Commerce
extérieur

Direction de la Propriété Intellectuelle
Boulevard Royal 19-21

2449 Luxembourg

G.D. of Luxembourg

T+ 352478 41 87

F + 352 222 660

dpi@eco.etat.lu

www.eco.public.lu
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i-DEPOT BESCHRIJVING / DESCRIPTION

The i-DEPOT is an means of proof that issues a date stamp for your idea or creation. You could
compare it to a day stamp issued by the tax authorities or placed on a notarial deed. The date
stamp serves as proof that you created something on a specific date. This could be an idea,
concept, (fashion)design, invention, model, musical composition, film script or prototype. Having
evidence of your authorship can be extremely important in the event of a dispute.
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